
  ISSN 2414-1143 
                                                         Научный альманах стран Причерноморья. 2020. Том 24. № 4 

 

82 
 

DOI 10.23947/2414-1143-2020-24-4-82-89 
UDC 94(470) «1853/1856» 

 
CRIMEAN WAR: MEDICAL AND SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS  

AND CONSEQUENCES 
 

 Elena K. Sklyarova, Olga N. Kamalova 
 

Rostov State Medical University. Rostov-on-Don, Russian Federation 
science-almanac@mail.ru 

 
The medical and social features and consequences of the Crimean War (1853 – 1856) are considered. 

Based on the historical and genetic research method, the author analyzes the process of creating an army health 
system, the problem of corruption in the context of the history of Great Britain, the Ottoman and Russian empires 
in the middle of the 19th century. Public health, nursing training, and army health care became a new field of med-
icine. The consequence of the Crimean War was the formation of women's medical activities, the organization of 
state care for the wounded, the elimination of corruption in the army, which were carried out in the Crimean hospi-
tals (in Sevastopol, Bakhchisarai, Karasu-Bazar, Kozlov, Simferopol), in Turkish hospitals (in Scutari, Renkio), 
Great Britain (London, Chatham), as well as in the USA and Japan. For the first time, the army's health care re-
ceived an official status and recognition, thanks to the joint activities of reformers from different countries of the 
world N.I. Pirogov, L.A. Beckers, E. Chadwick, N. Arnott S. Smith, W. Farr, Lord Herbert, F. Nightingale, L. Rich-
ards, E. Parks. The transformation of public health took place on the territory of military hospitals located in the 
Ottoman Empire and Crimea. It is shown that, having become an integral element of the international politics of the 
countries of the world, during the Crimean War, public health and nursing were separated from clinical medicine, 
becoming a new area of state medical care. 

Keywords: Crimean War, Russian Empire, Ottoman Empire, Great Britain, public health, corruption, hospi-
tal, museum, S. Gerbert, E. Chadwick, N. Pirogov, F. Nightingale. 

 
[Е.К. Склярова, О.Н. Камалова Крымская война: медикосоциальные особенности и послед-
ствия] 

Рассматриваются медикосоциальные особенности и последствия Крымской войны (1853 – 1856 гг.). 
На основе историко-генетического метода исследования, анализируется процесс создания системы здра-
воохранения армии, проблемы коррупции в контексте истории Великобритании, Османской и Российской 
империй в середине XIX в. В годы Крымской войны общественное здравоохранение, подготовка медицин-
ских сестёр, здравоохранение армии стали новой сферой медицины. Следствием Крымской войны стало 
становление женской медицинской деятельности, организация государственного ухода за ранеными, пре-
одоление коррупции в армии, которые осуществлялись в госпиталях Крыма (в Севастополе, Бахчисарае, 
Карасу-Базаре, Козлове, Симферополе), в госпиталях Турции (в Скутари, Ренкио), Великобритании (Лон-
доне, Чатеме), а также в США и Японии. Здравоохранение армии впервые получило официальный статус и 
признание, благодаря совместной деятельности реформаторов различных стран мира – Н. И. Пирогова, 
Л.А. Беккерса, Э. Чедвика, Н. Арнотта С. Смита, У. Фарра, лорда Герберта, Ф. Найтингейл, Л. Ричардс, Э. 
Паркса. Трансформация общественного здравоохранения проходила на территории военных госпиталей, 
расположенных в Османской империи и Крыму. Показано, что, став составным элементом международной 
политики стран мира, в годы Крымской войны общественное здравоохранение и сестринское дело отдели-
лись от клинической медицины, став новой сферой государственной медицинской помощи. 
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The Crimean War (1853–1856), its medical and social features and consequences 
indicated new directions of the domestic and foreign policy of the Black Sea countries, 
Russia and Great Britain. However, interdisciplinary research that comprehensively com-
pares these processes is still insufficient. Reforming public health as part of the social and 
foreign policy of the Black Sea countries, the Russian Empire, and the United Kingdom is 
the object of scientific discussions between historians and politicians, representatives of 
medicine and health care. The relevance of the study of medical and social characteristics 
and consequences of the Crimean War, the problem of corruption in the army is due to the 
scientific, practical and political significance of the topic. Evaluations of the ideas of N.I. 
Pirogov, E. Chadwick, N. Arnott S. Smith, Lord Herbert, F. Nightingale, L. Richards, E. 
Parks, W. Farr, L.A. Beckers, as the founders of the public health system, the institution of 
sisterhood, and the army's health care were not considered comprehensively. 

In the works of Russian scientists, the problems of the Crimean War and public 
health are considered in the context of “women's charity” [12, p. 61]. In the context of the 
study of the Crimean War, “various assessments of the founders of the female system of 
caring for the wounded on the battlefields remain” [11, p. 1106]. Some of the studies con-
sider this problem as part of the "Victorian culture" [20, p. 15]. There are studies where it is 
noted that "during the Crimean War, socio-medical reforms, public health and the problem 
of corruption became the focus of attention of social reformers, parliament, periodicals" 
[19, p. 27]. The use of an interdisciplinary approach makes it possible to expand modern 
assessments of the features of this war in the context of the history of the countries of the 
world, museology, the history of military medicine, culture, "health of the nation" [5]. 

The Crimean War (1853–1856) occupies a special place in the history of many coun-
tries. It went down in the history of the Black Sea region, the Ottoman Empire, the Russian 
Empire, Great Britain, as a military conflict, as well as the period of reforming the work of 
military hospitals, the formation of the institution of women's care for the wounded. Epi-
demics (typhus, cholera, smallpox) of the middle of the 19th century, new trends in the de-
velopment of public health have led to the adjustment of the work of military hospitals, 
hospitals, and the army's support system. During the war years, the control of naval hospi-
tals was imperfect. There was no ventilation, equipment for cooking, sanitation, water sup-
ply, statistics, training of military medical personnel. Unsanitary conditions, dysentery, epi-
demics (smallpox, typhus, cholera) were common in military hospitals of the British, Otto-
man and Russian empires. Military hospitals were critically called "outhouse" [6, p. 206]. 

During this period of history, militaristic and anti-Russian sentiments grew in Great 
Britain, which were subjectively reflected by the Economist magazine. On the pages of the 
publication, it was emphasized that: "we hope to take Sevastopol, revolutionize Georgia." 
At the same time, the editors of the magazine suggested that after these acts of expan-
sion, Britain intends to give "Russia an equivalent equivalent of everything that we will 
conquer from her, and in the event of a peace agreement, we will make her a gift in the 
person of Mr. Chadwick" [21]. This historical period coincided with the reign of Queen Vic-
toria, Nicholas I, Alexander II, as well as the activities of prominent politicians and repre-
sentatives of medicine from Russia and Great Britain N.I. Pirogov, E. Chadwick, Lord S. 
Herbert, F. Nightingale. During this period, the foundations of social policy and health care 
of the countries of the world were being developed, including the "reform of the army and 
navy" [3, p. 14]. 

On the eve of the Crimean War, under the first "Public Health Promotion Act, 1848" in 
the United Kingdom in the era of Queen Victoria, for the first time "public health" was sepa-
rated from clinical medicine, becoming a new field of health care [14]. This was the result 
of the work of parliamentary commissions, the "Association of Cities Health", a reflection of 
the ideas of E. Chadwick, N. Arnott, S. Smith, J. Keyay [9, p. 39]. The founder of the public 
health system, Edwin Chadwick, played a significant role in the development of this law. 
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However, it was him who, due to corruption, was removed from activities by members of 
the British Parliament during the Crimean War “for criticizing the use of commercial objects 
that harm the health of the nation” [8, p. 1625]. But the result of the activities of this out-
standing reformer was the transformation of the views of the British state on the role of 
health care. He was personally acquainted with the prominent figures of the Victorian era 
W. Farr, F. Nightingale, N. Arnott, S. Smith. During the Crimean War, Florence Nightin-
gale, developing the sanitary and hygienic ideas of these doctors and E. Chadwick, on her 
own initiative worked in the Black Sea region, “helping the wounded and sick soldiers in 
military hospitals in Britain located in the Ottoman Empire [10, p. 164]. 

During the war years, the problem of the spread of massive epidemics caused by the 
unsanitary conditions of military conditions and hospitals became more acute. F. Nightin-
gale carefully studied the features of public health, charity, the spread of epidemics in Brit-
ain, comparing them with the corresponding military conditions of the armies of the Otto-
man and Russian empires, as well as the peaceful development of hospitals in Germany, 
Italy, Greece, Egypt. The novelty of her ideas consisted in the introduction of a system of 
professional training for military medical personnel, medical statistics, an institute of wom-
en's medical care for the wounded and sick, in solving the problems of equipping hospitals 
with water supply systems, cooking, cleaning and ventilation, monitoring naval hospitals to 
reduce mortality in army from injuries and diseases [16]. 

The public health reform during the Crimean War acquired new features of charitable 
and social assistance, becoming an important part of the domestic and foreign policy of 
the Black Sea countries, Great Britain, and the Russian Empire. F. Nightingale has 
achieved the equipping of military hospitals and hospitals with new ventilation systems, 
water supply, the introduction of medical statistics with the help of the Minister of War Lord 
Herbert. " She met him in Italy long before the Crimean War. Lord Sydney Herbert was 
Minister of War for the Kingdom from 1845 to 1846 and during the Crimean War. “His 
mother Ekaterina Vorontsova was a Russian countess, the daughter of the Ambassador of 
the Russian Empire to Great Britain, Count S.R. Vorontsov – general, holder of all Russian 
orders was an Anglomaniac and a Russian diplomat. "For half a century, Count S.R. Vo-
rontsov lived in London. His daughter Catherine “became the wife of Count J. Herbert, and 
also the mother of the future Minister of War of England Sydney Herbert. It should also be 
noted that the Alupka Palace in Crimea belonged to the rich Vorontsov family” [10, p. 165]. 

In the middle of the 19th century, the problems of military operations in the Crimea 
were discussed in the British Parliament. It was proposed to introduce control of the medi-
cal department of the armies located in the Crimea and Constantinople, since "the losses 
of the British army only in September 1855 were significant ... fever, diarrhea ... dysentery 
in a short time led to the death of more than a thousand people in military hospitals located 
in the Crimea" [15]. 

The "Royal Army Health Commission" was created on the initiative of Parliament, 
Secretary of War Lord Herbert, Sister of Mercy F. Nightingale to solve the problems of 
providing the British army in Crimea. S. Herbert was responsible for sending the sisters of 
mercy to the war zone during the Crimean War. In the Scutari hospital in Turkey, thanks to 
the dynamic activities of F. Nightingale and the nurses, a procedure for feeding the sick 
and wounded, cleaning the premises of military hospitals, teaching the basics of medicine 
to junior personnel was introduced. The new hospital in Renkio was organized by an expe-
rienced hygienist, a graduate of the University of London, a member of the Royal Society 
of Surgeons E. Parks to ease the burden on the hospital in Scutari. Dr. E. Parks developed 
sanitary standards for the organization of hospitals and the army. The Sisters of Mercy un-
der his leadership in Renkio took care of the sick and wounded [18, p. 441]. As a result of 
the reforms, the level of morbidity, mortality and unsanitary conditions in military hospitals 
dropped sharply. 
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Lord Sidney Herbert and Florence led the movement to implement the health reform 
of the army, the military department after the Crimean War. F. Nightingale's activities have 
received national and international recognition. She developed a hospital and hospital re-
form plan that was presented to Queen Victoria. Florence was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Statistical Society and developed the foundations for the statistical reporting of mili-
tary hospitals. This idea was realized with the active assistance of the famous statistician, 
Dr. William Farr, and then was approved by the decision of the "International Congress of 
Statisticians". 

After the end of the Crimean War, Lord S. Herbert and E. Parks set about creating 
the Military Medical School in Chetem, where the Department of Hygiene was first created. 
During the Victorian era, the school was reorganized into the Royal Victoria Hospital. 
Prince Albert and Queen Victoria personally visited the wounded soldiers who participated 
in the Crimean War at Brompton Hospital in Chetem. By order of the Minister of War S. 
Herbert, on November 1, 1865, the Royal Hospital was opened in London for wounded 
soldiers and veterans of the Crimean War. Jane Shaw Stewart was appointed Chief Exec-
utive Officer of nurses and learned the basics of medical care in the army while working 
with F. Nightingale in Crimea. In the 1860s. the field of medical activity included "nursing", 
which was officially approved by the International Committee of the Red Cross. Thanks to 
this organization, the Florence Nightingale medal has become an honorary international 
award for sisters of mercy of the countries of the world: "For true mercy and care for peo-
ple, which arouse the admiration of all mankind" [12, p. 109]. 

For her charitable work during the war years, Florence was awarded the Royal Red 
Cross, receiving gratitude from the government of the country. The financial reward was 
used to organize the first Nursing School in London at St Thomas's Hospital. In the twenti-
eth century. the school became part of King's College London. New schools of sisters of 
mercy were created at hospitals in Liverpool, cities in the USA, Sweden. Linda Richards, 
the first US nurse who received the appropriate medical education, underwent an intern-
ship at St. She developed a program for nursing schools, training the system of women's 
care in hospitals in the USA, Japan [17, p. 37]. New medical schools in Europe and the 
United States were not religious, but scientific and practical in nature, where the teaching 
of medicine was led by nurses.  

In the post-war period, the recognition of the social activities of the participants in the 
Crimean War led to the creation of a memorial complex of the Crimean Guard in London. 
The monument to the heroes of the Crimean War was erected in front of the Waterloo Pal-
ace thanks to the sculptor J. Bell. It consists of bronze figures of the British military who 
took part in the battle for Sevastopol. Monuments to Minister of War Lord S. Herbert and F. 
Nightingale were later erected in memory of the Crimean War in the twentieth century. The 
memorial complex is located in Waterloo Place at the junction of Lower Regent and Pel 
Mel Streets. The monument to Lord Herbert is made of black bronze by the Irish sculptor 
J. G. Foley. And the sculpture of Florence was made by A.J. Walkcore. The English com-
position became a monument to the Crimean War, the women's care system for the 
wounded in Crimea. In the hospital of St. Thomas in London and in Istanbul (where the 
barracks of military hospitals were located) F. Nightingale museums were created, becom-
ing part of the history of the Crimean War, "a socio-cultural phenomenon of the Victorian 
era" [2, p. 88]. The Florence Nightingale Museum “reflects the establishment of the sister-
hood institution, the activities of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent Societies, the history of the development of medical clothing, bioethics, and the histo-
ry of the Crimean War” [4, p. 45]. 

In the Russian Empire during the Crimean War, thanks to the joint activities of the 
Russian surgeon N.I. Pirogov, a new system of women's care for the sick and wounded 
was also organized. The doctor convinced Emperor Alexander II that the women of Russia 
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“with their care will help the wounded to endure suffering more easily, and their independ-
ent official position would be better moral control than any commission” [7, p. 197]. At the 
height of the Crimean War in 1854, 35 Russian sisters of mercy were sent to a military 
hospital in Sevastopol. The new system of women's care for the sick and wounded carried 
out its activities on the battlefields in the same way as in England, thanks to the financial 
support of the Ministry of War, and then in St. Petersburg with the support of the Russian 
Red Cross Society. With the assistance of the chief physician of Sevastopol N.I. Pirogov, 
“thunderstorms of hospital riots” during the Crimean War at the state level began to solve 
the problem of “embezzlement of the quartermaster services”, overcoming the “abomina-
tion of hospital management” [6, p. 200, 203]. New positions appeared - “pharmacist”, 
“mistress-sister”. The most fearless women performed dressings, assisted in limb amputa-
tions [7, p. 111–116]. All this became part of the history of Crimea, the era of the Great Re-
forms of Alexander II. 

During the war, the historical buildings of Crimea were destroyed and covered in 
blood. Russian military hospitals were organized in Bakhchisarai, Karasu-Bazar, Simfero-
pol, Sevastopol. "Aleksandrovskie barracks" became a dressing station. For hospitals 
used the Engineering House, the building of the Noble Assembly, the houses of Orlovsky 
and Gushchin [7, p. 112 - 132]. The main hall of the Nobility Assembly in Sevastopol, used 
before the Crimean War for holding points, became a military hospital during the war. 
Gushchin's house had a negative reputation, which was due to the fact that the hopeless 
wounded and sick were brought there. “When the order “to Gushchin” was distributed at 
the dressing station, the wounded cried” [13, p. 212]. 

In military hospitals, students of N.I. Pirogova, doctors of the Second Military Land 
Hospital of St. Petersburg – L.A. Beckers, C.F. Pabo, A. Reber, V.S. Sokhranichev, V.I. 
Tarasov, A. Tyurin, P.A. Khlebnikov. Ludwig Andreevich Bekkers, a Russian surgeon, pro-
fessor of the Imperial Medical and Surgical Academy, after graduating from the medical 
faculty of Moscow State University, entered the military medical service, was seconded to 
the Second Military Land Hospital. N.I. Pirogov took him as his assistant to Sevastopol. 
Ludwig Bekkers also worked in the hospitals of Bakhchisarai, Kozlov, was a member of 
the Aleksandrovsky committee for the care of the wounded, chaired by Prince V. A. Dol-
gorukov, was invited by Prince V. Vasilchikov to the commission of inquiry to uncover 
abuse in hospitals during the Crimean War [1, p. 349].  

Thus, during the Crimean War, public health, training of nurses, and army health care 
became a new field of medicine. The consequence of the Crimean War was the formation 
of women's medical activities, the organization of state care for the wounded, the elimina-
tion of corruption in the army, which were carried out in the hospitals of the Crimea (in Se-
vastopol, Bakhchisarai, Karasu-Bazar, Kozlov, Simferopol), in the hospitals of Turkey (in 
Scutari, Renkio), Great Britain (London, Chatham), as well as in the USA and Japan. For 
the first time, the army's health care received official status and recognition thanks to the 
joint activities of reformers from different countries of the world – N.I. Pirogov, L.A. Beck-
ers, E. Chadwick, N. Arnott, S. Smith, W. Farr, Lord Herbert, F. Nightingale, L. Richards, 
E. Parks. The transformation of public health took place on the territory of military hospitals 
located in the Ottoman Empire and Crimea. Having become an integral part of the interna-
tional politics of the countries of the world, during the Crimean War, public health and nurs-
ing were separated from clinical medicine, becoming a new area of state medical care. 
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