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The main goal of the article is to form an idea of modern hybrid warfare. The historical forms of hybridi-

ty and their transformation at the present stage are considered. The goals of hybrid wars, the reason for their 
occurrence, as well as the main participants in these conflicts are identified. Thus, in spite of the fact that it is 
obvious that hybridity has always been inherent in wars, modern hybrid wars have reached a completely new 
level. Initially, hybridity acted as an auxiliary function of classic wars. Now it is an absolutely independent 
system that unites interrelated elements, the work of which is aimed at achieving one goal. One of the main 
forms of modern hybrid warfare is the use of hidden, not always armed formations, the purpose of which is to 
destroy the stability of the existing government. 

 Key words: hybrid war, protest, irregular formations, the aggressor country, the destruction of the po-
litical system.    

 
[А.Ю. Черепанов Гибридные войны современности] 

Основная цель статьи – формирование представления о современной гибридной войне. Рас-
сматриваются исторические формы гибридности и их трансформация на современном этапе. Выяв-
ляются цели гибридных войн, причина их возникновения, а также основные участники данных кон-
фликтов. Показано, что гибридность была присуща войнам всегда, современные гибридные войны 
вышли на совершенно новый уровень. Первоначально гибридность выступала как вспомогательная 
функция классических войн, сейчас это абсолютно самостоятельная система, объединяющая взаи-
мосвязанные элементы, работа которых направлена на достижение одной цели. Одной из основных 
форм ведения современной гибридной войны является применение скрытых не всегда вооруженных 
формирований, целью которых является уничтожение стабильности существующей власти.  

Ключевые слова: гибридная война, протест, нерегулярные формирования, страна агрессор, 
уничтожение политического строя. 
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War has always been an extreme form of solving political problems by violent means 

[4, p. 55-56]. War has almost always been a direct armed confrontation between states. 
Along with the use of various types of weapons, non-standard forms of influence on the 
enemy that were available at the time were always used: information, psychological, eco-
nomic and other actions. This combination of unconventional forms of influence on the en-
emy and traditional armed means can be considered as a manifestation of the hybrid na-
ture of warfare. Any war, in our opinion, is a hybrid war, because since the ancient times, 
non-standard components of the military counteraction are the satellites of almost all wars. 
Information psychological influence on the enemy in ancient times was limited to verbal 
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technologies, i.e. technologies of information transmission by means of speech (oral or 
written). They were complemented by visual means of intimidation, such as intimidating 
drawings and signs. The advent of the printing expanded the possibilities of influencing the 
enemy. Leaflets, posters, and newspapers have become indispensable carriers of disin-
formation and propaganda. The advent of radio and television, and especially the Internet, 
brought the information psychological component of warfare to the highest level.  

The economic impact on the enemy has almost always taken two forms - social and 
financial. The social form includes ways of undermining the economic stability of the state 
by fomenting local discontent, which arises when large-scale strikes and work stoppages 
are organized and financed by outside forces. The social component also includes infor-
mational impact on residents, the purpose of which is to reduce confidence in the econom-
ic institutions of the country. Financial forms of economic warfare include various financial 
methods (embargoes, sanctions, etc.), aimed at artificially reducing the economic stability 
of the country [3]. 

Thus, the blending of the various elements used to achieve the primary objective of 
capturing the enemy state suggests that hybridity has always been inherent in wars. Such 
a viewpoint is held by D.I. Kolesnikov, A.M. Krivenko, who point out that hybrid warfare is 
not a manifestation of the new times only [5, p. 113]. The hybrid component of wars before 
the advent of nuclear weapons was of an auxiliary importance. Armed combat, requiring 
enormous human and technical resources, has always come first. V. I. Slipchenko writes 
that "... the most important essence of any war is an armed struggle, since weapons were 
the main and only means of violence in the wars of the past, remain in the present and 
probably will remain in the future" [11]. Such wars are commonly referred to as classical or 
wars by K. Clausewitz.  

In the middle of the twentieth century, classic warfare, with its front lines, rear lines, 
and direct armed confrontations, began to recede into the background. The impetus for 
this transformation was the appearance of weapons of mass destruction. It was its emer-
gence that led to the reformatting of classic wars in which direct armed confrontation was a 
priority. Nuclear weapons were a certain apogee of the existing arsenal of weapons, they 
surpassed it many times over in their destructive characteristics. The use of weapons of 
mass destruction would lead to the self-destruction of the entire civilized world. Under-
standing this factor presented certain states with a difficult choice, in which the desire to 
seize the territory of an independent state could border on the self-destruction of the state 
itself. Despite this, the logic of any war remains the same: destruction of the enemy by any 
means except mutual destruction [5, p. 114]. This has led to the fact that "...in order to pre-
vent the death of mankind through the use of weapons of mass destruction, the warring 
parties are forced to resort to a certain flexibility and selectivity. In this regard, "hybrid wars 
become the most unpredictable, but are not driven to extremes for fear of mutual annihila-
tion" [5, p. 114]. It follows that past and present wars have one important difference: Open 
warfare, which was a fundamental factor in the wars of the past, has been relegated to the 
background due to the advent of weapons of mass destruction. Its place is taken by 
"...something more subtle, selective, concrete and sophisticated". It is in this concept that 
the idea of "hybrid warfare" fits in" [13, p. 127]. Hybridity, as noted above, has always been 
inherent in wars, but with the advent of nuclear weapons its forms and methods, i.e. the 
technology of its implementation, began to change, develop and improve. This leads to the 
conclusion that "...a combination of traditional and hybrid methods is already a feature of 
armed conflicts. At the same time, while the latter can be used without overt use of military 
force, the classic warfare without hybrid warfare cannot be" [10].  
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Many scholars of war believe that along with economic, informational and psycholog-
ical forms of hybrid warfare, the arsenal of hybrid wars also includes military measures of a 
covert nature: "...initiation of 'hot spots' along the perimeter of national borders and within 
the country, activation of the 'fifth column', terrorist acts [10]. In this case hybrid warfare 
becomes a symbiosis of regular and irregular forms of warfare [6, p. 129]. In conducting 
such a war there is a shift towards using the "civilian component", the irregular formations 
of various kinds, that is, the capture of the enemy state takes place without the use of reg-
ular armed units, which once again confirms the fact that the classic war with its direct en-
gagements takes second place.  

At first glance, the absence of regular armed forces in the fighting suggests that wars 
have become more humane, but the relatively short history of modern hybrid warfare sug-
gests quite the opposite. Hybrid warfare does not involve the use of moral, ethical and le-
gal norms, the laws of war become optional. For an aggressor country, the main thing is 
the goal, and the means of conducting a hybrid war can be very different. Unlike classical 
warfare, the beginning of hybrid warfare is almost impossible to determine and is never 
officially declared. The aggressor country, trying to conceal its involvement in this conflict, 
acts as a third force, which at first sight has absolutely no interest in conflicts on the territo-
ry of the invaded country. In that case, minimizing the risks of open hostilities leads to the 
use of various, not always armed elements in a given conflict. The main impact forces in 
this case are various protest organizations used secretly, destructive opposition, criminal 
and extremist groups, receiving support in the form of financial, informational and other 
assistance from the outside governing force. In this regard, the third force in this conflict is 
able to fight "in secret" and achieve the required military-political results without revealing 
itself and, most importantly, without using regular armed units [2].  

The application of protest potential almost always begins with the information pro-
cessing of the civilian population. The main target of the attack is the immature minds of 
young people of the country, who in contrast to older age groups have absolutely different 
values, life principles, heightened emotionality and to some extent more radical character. 
Manipulation of them, incitement of national, religious, political instability can lead to pro-
test sentiments not only among young people, but also among the older generation. An 
unorganized, chaotically arising protest is doomed to failure, so to destroy the political sys-
tem of the victim state, the protest must have specific goals, objectives and a leadership 
that receives funding from abroad.  

Protest actions "properly" controlled from the outside are turning into "color" revolu-
tions aimed at destroying the political system of the victim country. The model underlying 
such revolutions is the same: "creating a protest movement, turning it into a political crowd 
and directing its aggression at the current government in order to force it to voluntarily step 
down from government positions and give up governing the country" [9, p. 27].  

In order to bring people to the streets, protest movements must be led by counter-
elites, who are ready to accept any assistance (moral, material, etc.), both from external 
and internal sources [7, p. 32]. Various independent foundations, non-governmental insti-
tutions and organizations, are the "labor force" generating "color" revolutions [8, p. 23]. 
Another controlled, and thus externally financed force can be that part of the population 
which for various reasons is ready to do harm to their country - the so-called "fifth column". 
The politicians dissatisfied with the existing power, ready to sell anyone for money, a sepa-
rate part of the country's citizens who are always dissatisfied with everything, gullible "use-
ful idiots", the dregs of society and representatives of the criminal world ready to tear any-
one apart at the command "Attack!" [12].  
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If we add to this set of protesting forces the irregular armed groups used in covert 
military operations to destroy the ruling elites, as well as those used to ignite pockets of 
instability on the territory of the victim country, we get a grim cocktail, the use of which will 
lead to irreversible consequences. Stability could be undermined by the introduction of 
regular armed groups under the pretext of saving the state system, which would lead to a 
final change of power in the country being seized. The use of regular formations is com-
pletely optional: Any aggressor country that does not want to advertise its involvement will 
do so only as a last resort. Therefore, in hybrid warfare "...an attacker does not use a clas-
sic military invasion, but instead destroys his opponent using a series of covert operations, 
sabotage, cyber warfare, and supporting insurgents operating in the enemy's territory. In 
addition, there may be no military action at all, and the hybrid warfare will take place in 
peacetime" [1, p. 88].  

Thus, while hybridity has always been inherent in warfare, modern hybrid warfare 
has reached a whole new level. Originally, hybridism acted as an auxiliary function of clas-
sical warfare; now it is a completely independent system, integrating interrelated elements 
that work toward a single goal. One of the main forms of modern hybrid warfare is the use 
of covert, not always armed formations whose purpose is to destroy the stability of the ex-
isting power. 
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