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In the last quarter of century, ethno-cultural and ethno-religious problems and conflicts are widely used in inter-

national politics as an instrument of conflict and mobilize the basis for interference in the internal affairs of different 
States. This resource is used by all the players, beginning from small ethnic groups that appeal to major geopolitical 
players to get support to the leading world and regional powers. 

Azov-Caspian-Black Sea region, with its complex ethnic and confessional structure falls under the concept of 
"geopolitical axis" (Zbigniew Brzezinski), and this gives grounds for predicting long-term instability in the region in 
terms of the geopolitical reconfiguration of the world began. The main emphasis is on prevention in the Azov-Black Sea 
Region, Caspian integrative project under the aegis of Russia. Tracks the performance in the ethno-political and reli-
gious sphere, this is the target, which will aim at Russia's geopolitical opponents. 

As a result of active management actions after the creation of the North Caucasus Federal District of the situa-
tion in southern Russia has stabilized. However, it was not possible to reverse the economic situation in the North Cau-
casus, although official figures show a slight improvement in employment. The economic picture in the republics of the 
North Caucasus although complicated, but in many ways not the worst in the country, however, this region is a resource 
for the underground bands in Russia and the Middle East. The solution of this problem should be reducing tension, re-
industrialization and modernization. The problem is not only poverty and unemployment, but also difficulties in realiza-
tion of life strategies. Despite numerous attempts to develop small and medium businesses, also it’s still difficult to 
open and maintain its productivity. As a result, people feel deprivation, a sense of injustice. Especially young people 
tend to experience such kind of emotions. Young people trying to build a life strategies, understand how it’s difficult or 
almost impossible to make legally using socially acceptable methods in conditions of corruption, the inefficiency of the 
authorities and the sprawling atnolinguist. People feel disbelief in government's ability to counter the negative trends. 

Radical Islam offers an alternative living arrangement. Today the greatt problem – is a social layer militants 
sympathizers, many of whom are educated in the new religiosity of young people. Social network analysis shows how 
Islamic religious rhetoric captivated young people. This passion religion skillfully used recruiters, promising a fair so-
ciety based on Islamic principles. 

In the south of Russia there was a significant socio-cultural split between "ethnic Russian" and "ethnically non-
Russian" territories. "Russian" territory is a modernized territory and non-Russians – is the territory of archaism. South 
of Russia has become a regional manifestation of the clash of civilizations through the "modernity – tradition." Unre-
solved problems accumulate and in interethnic and interconfessional relations serve as an internal basis for the instabili-
ty in the Russian Azov-Black Sea region and the Caspian region, "bait" for geopolitical players. Ethnicity and religion 
in the XXI century, are the main factors of the conflict and the mobilization of the most important geopolitical tool in 
the southern macro-region. 
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The opinion about that ethnocultural and ethnoreligious processes, problems and conflicts are 

considered to be an internal case of governments went out of date. In the last quarter of the century 
these problems and conflicts are used in international policy as an instrument of conflict mobiliza-
tion, as a ground for an intervention into internal cases of governments and “humanitarian interven-
tions”. If till the end of “cold war” these conflicts were interpreted as “communal”, intercommunal, 
as conflicts, which  are neglected in the international policy, then nowadays using of ethnocultural 
and ethnoreligious factors in the international policy becomes the most significant method as in 
“soft”, so in “tough” power. The bright example of this is a geopolitical reconstruction of the Bal-
kan region under the control of the USA and NATO, the matter of which served ethnical and ethno-
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religious conflicts with human losses in the course of Yugoslavia disintegration. Since an ethno-
confessional factor became actively used for establishment or maintaining of geopolitical control 
over the certain territories, but ethnicity and religious factor – as a resource in geopolitical fight and 
international conflicts. Besides this resource is used by all players: from small ethnical groups, ap-
pealing to the large geopolitical players for support, to the leading world and religious geopolitical 
powers, using ethnical and religious factors in the grounding of their actions.  

Azov-Caspian-Black Sea region appears to be from one side the important geopolitical centre, 
and from the other – the region with exceptionally complex ethnical and confessional population 
structure. Resonance effect, inducing constant   increased conflict level appears from the combina-
tion of these factors. It is no coincidence that there were no settled peace periods, and people for 
centuries produced principles of good neighbourhood maintenance. Z. Bzhezinski emphasized 
“geopolitical pivots” along with the basic geopolitical players. Z. Bzhezinski refered Azerbaidjan, 
South Korea, Turkey, Iran and Ukraine to these pivots, or rotation points. Geopolitical pivots, ac-
cording to Bzhezinski, – are states, whose significance results not from their power and motivation, 
but most probably from their important location and consequences of their potential targetability for 
actions from the geostrategic players side [8, p.41]. Azov-Black sea-Caspian Sea region is under the 
notion of “geopolitical pivots”, and this gives a ground for forecasting of long-term instability in the 
region under the conditions of the world initiated geopolitical reconfiguration. 

The USA, appearing after USSR disintegration to be the global player, was aware of the fact 
that such situation is not perpetual and considered China as potential global geopolitical competitor. 
Material, military and intellectual resources of the USA were concentrated for opposition to this 
global player. Russia geopolitical activation made undesirable allowances for American geopolitics 
into the new geopolitical world view. Practically wrote in 1990-s by American strategists as a real   
geopolitical power Russia brought significant  discordance in the USA geopolitical construction 
forming  of the epoch after the “cold war” completion. 

The most significant stake is placed on prevention of integrative project under Russia aegis in 
Azov-Black sea-Caspian Sea region. Ukraine became the key link in this policy, however all for-
eign republics of USSR in the region are in the scope of the USA and NATO active geopolitics. 
Along with Georgia the significant role in geopolitics belongs to Moldova. According to NATO 
geostrategists intention, three countries – Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova – provide some kind of a 
buffer zone between Europe and Russia.  

Position of Russia in the geopolitics sphere in the south direction only recently became more 
certain. It would be incorrectly to accuse Russia in geopolitical strategy absence. To form active 
geopolitics, Russia needs to obtain own identity as a country and as a civilization. After USSR dis-
integration many years were spent for this, and only in the second decade of XXI century it can be 
acknowledged that Russia obtained “selfness” and self-sustainability and it is ready to appear as a 
great geopolitical player. This immediately induced “geopolitical attack” to Russia on the whole 
south flank. Ethnocultural and ethnoreligious processes, problems and conflicts are appeared to be 
the important instrument of “soft power” in the geopolitical fight. Russia geopolitical opponents 
attentively control the dynamics in this sphere. In this regard the conclusion, published in the elec-
tronic edition of the private American analytical company Stratfor, which is sometimes called as 
“shady CIA, is considered to be remarkable”: “The most attackable sides of Russia are concentrated 
in Islamic population of the North Caucasus” [9].  This is a target, where Russia geopolitical oppo-
nents will cover.  

Mainly ethnopolitical and ethoreligious problems are the base for conflict mobilization in 
the North Caucasian region, extremism and terrorism formation, though  deep reasons have com-
plex character and are not necessarily genetically connected with ethnicity or population religious 
structure. All tension factors in the sphere of interethnic and inter-confessional relations in the 
North Caucasus, extremism and terrorism producing, which were defined in 2009 by then Russian 
president D.A.Medvedev as tension aggravation reasons in the south macroregion, preserve their 
deconstructive activity [5].  
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In the consequence of active administrative actions intensity of influence and hierarchy of 
these factors was changed. Despite of failing to overcome economic situation in the North Cauca-
sus, official indexes testify about some improvement in the employment sphere that always was 
considered at the official level as an important factor of instability. One repeatedly emphasized that 
being an indisputable factor of social well-being improvement, employment growth is not appeared 
to be the key fact for tension decrease. The North Caucasus needs not just economic development, 
but reindustrialisation and remodernization of the whole region, which should be considered as an 
instrument of cardinal atmosphere alteration. Besides region modernization is critically important 
for the North Caucasus preservation in Russian civilizational space [1, p.150-159]. Significant soci-
ocultural split between “ethnically Russian” and “ethnically non-russian” territories emerged in the 
south of Russia. “Russian” territories – are preserved modernization centers, but non-russian – are 
an archaism territory. Even under conditions of initiated financially-economic crisis Krasnodar re-
gion, Rostov region are oriented to investment projects, development of modern productions.  

Not just hypertrophic ethnical rebirth, but also religious rebirth initiated from the middle of 
1990-s became an important component of archaism. Religion became playing disproportionate role 
for the modern society, and religious leaders became important social figures. Emergence and 
spread of non-conventional for the region movements in Islam in the North Caucasus – Wahhabism, 
Salafism, which directed their strike, first of all, against “traditional” or “national” Islam in the 
North Caucasus added complexity to this picture. The south of Russia became regional civilizations 
conflict manifestation in the line of “modernity – conventionalism”.  

Mainly this conflict, appearing to be global conflict of identities, acts as an significant factor 
of extremism and terrorism reproduction in the south and explains the fact that by no means among 
those “who went from the forest to mountains” poor people prevail, often from trouble-free fami-
lies, students or young people, who already have a higher education. This “regional splash” of civi-
lizations conflict also explains the fact that economic state in the North Caucasian republics is com-
plicated, but is not the worst in the country; nevertheless, mainly this region appears to be a re-
source for bandunderground fulfillment in Russia and the Middle East.  

The problem is not only in poverty and unemployment (some “Russian” regions in Russia 
“do not fall behind” according to these indexes from republics of the North Caucasus), as it is in 
exceptional difficulty to realize life strategies. Despite of numerous appeals to develop small and 
medium business, it is extremely difficult to open and run production. N.Zubarevich, speaking of 
Dagestan, noted that there are extremely difficult conditions of business conduct for small business 
in this region [3]. This is probably can be softer said, about the other republics of the North Cauca-
sus. The reason stays the same: corruption, power low efficiency, preservation of ethnic clan rela-
tions, economic antiquity.  

Some experts even consider that “notorious family-clannish structure of the Caucasian 
economy –it is not always bad, if consider that mainly within the clan structure one can reckon on 
accelerated emergence of the new businesses, as clans accumulate capital, irrespective of banking 
system, which should be further invested somewhere. Just imagine a first-time entrepreneur in the 
other regions, here he is all alone in the world – and where should he go with his idea? Not to the 
bank, under the present level of credit rates” [2].  

It is appeared that such point of view is totally wrong. Moreover, the fight among authorita-
tive clans is well-known, besides not only for economic resources, but also for power, the fight, 
which took a lot of lives in the North Caucasus. The problem lies in some other view: what other 
people, who do not belong to these dominate clans, should do? The same can be said about educa-
tion obtainment, about the other resources, allowing a person legally build successful life strategy. 
Clan system in the North Caucasus does not allow growing of honest creative labor culture, fair 
competition. In the result a person experiences deprivation, undergoes deep feelings of existing ar-
rangement injustice.  These feelings are mainly strained in young people in virtue of peculiarities of 
this socially-demographic group. At the same time mainly young people, trying to build life strate-
gies, detect how it is difficult or practically impossible to make these methods to be lawful or so-
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cially acceptable under the corruption conditions, regulatory bodies inefficiency and proliferous 
ethno clans. People form unbelief in state possibilities to resist to negative trends.  

Radical Islam offers alternative variant of living arrangement. Today the most big problem – 
is not even 600-900 gunmen, sitting in the forests and mountains of the North Caucasus, but a large 
social layer of sympathizers, among whose there are many young people raised in the new religiosi-
ty. Not possessing enough experience, having romanticized opinions about social justice, young 
people become the victim of the “soul catchers” in the recent past for “Imarat Caucasus”, and for 
the last two years – for “Islamic state”. Both organizations are prohibited by law in Russia.   

We reap the policy results on encouragement, if not to say growing of religiosity, conducted 
in the post-Soviet period. Two strategic miscalculations were allowed. The first – it was considered 
that demonstrative encouragement of Orthodoxy would constrain radical Isalm spread. The second 
– that people would go to mainly those religions, which were prescribed. It occurred practically 
quite the opposite. People went to religion, but often not to that, which is customary to call tradi-
tional. And this considers not only Islam, but also the Orthodox part of population.  

Resorting to the religious rhetoric allows radicals to proclaim any Muslim, working in Rus-
sian state structures or just loyal Russian citizen as disbeliever. For instance,  according to their log-
ic, a Muslim, obeying to  the Russia legislation – is a polytheism man, as Allah sent the only one 
law – sharia, obeying to  the other law – means to admit that there is somebody or something, which 
is equal to Allah. The social network analysis shows, how Islamic religious rhetoric involved young 
people, acquaintance with the content of many sites amazes, what details of beliefs young people 
can discuss. This religion dedication is skilfully used by enlisters, promising fair society, built on 
the Islamic principles. 

State support of so called “traditional Islam” also far from working against radicals. “Islamic 
semi-official organ closely connected with the state is poor, as it is connected with the authorities. 
There is a small number of charismatic people, these people are uneducated, they often feel lack of 
qualitative theological training, as any literate religious elite was broken, also including Islamic, 
during all soviet period. There also were Sufis, got into a deep underground, who do not inspire a 
modern young man”, – as E. Satanovsky considers [4]. These ideas can be an explanation of the 
fact, why “ethnically orthodox” part of population of the North Caucasus and again first of all 
young people are absorbed into the “new religious movements”.  Yong people entered into “native 
believers” Jehovah's Witnesses and many others movements activated.  

But also state power not always expresses efficiency and far-sightedness in work with con-
fessional problems. For instance, in Stavropol a question about place separation for cathedral mos-
que building is not being solved for a long time, prolonged judicial examination with regard to the 
case of Kislovodsk imam K.A. Baichorov, who was convicted in January 2015 as a guilty in drug 
offense and who did not admit fault for the murder of imam Z. Makhmutov, excites Islamic com-
munity of the region. Insufficient expository work led to the fact that informative vacuum is filled 
up with numerous conclusions and commentaries in relation to the situation with Islamic Uma in 
Stavropol, about high level of Islamophobia in the region and anti-Islamic position of the periphery 
power. Experts often talk about this. Particularly, senior research assistance of the Institute of 
Orientalism RAS, politologist R. Kurbanov noticed: “It is not a secret for most part of experts that 
Islamophobic and nationalistic moods are strong in the region. They are strong among population 
and among civil servants. And this is not just an epidemic, this is rather deep situated, and rather 
deep ideologic grounding, also on the part of Moscow nationalists is brought to it” [7]. Estimations 
similar by implication are contained in the other numerous expert estimations and commentaries in 
the Internet publications and forums. 

Stavropol region appeared to be on the peak of the problems in state-confessional relations 
in Russia. Stavropol authorities possessed methods of anticonfessional management in interethnic, 
but not in inter-confessional relations. This is broadly explained by the absence of the conceptual 
document, determining principles of state-confessional relations by analogy with Russian Federa-
tion state national policy strategy till 2025. State urbanity principle and regulatory bodies role of 
various level in its supplying are not clear up to date; foundations and traditional confessions enabl-
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ing mechanisms; interaction of secular and religious representatives; relation to the new religious 
movements.  

Unsettled and accumulated problems in the interethnic and inter-confessional relations serve 
as an internal basis for instability in Russian Azov-Black Sea-Caspian Sea region. They serve as a 
good “bait” for geopolitical competitors in Russia, striving to “shake” the situation in the country. 
During the “hot line” with V.V. Putin on 14th of April 2016 in response to a jocoserious question of 
the first grade pupil from the Orenburg Region about that “father says that only Putin can manage  
with America” President said: “We need to think not about how manage with America. We should 
think about, how manage with our internal questions and problems. With roads, with education 
problems solving, public health service, with development of our economy, with its regeneration, 
with affiliation of necessary expansion rates to it, and if we do all of this, then we do not need to 
manage with anybody” [6].  

In the course of researches one came to a conclusion that protracted systemic crisis in the 
region – is a specific regional implementation of modern Russian national identity accumulative 
problems. This appears to be a methodical key for understanding of a modern situation in the re-
gion, and in the scripts preparation of the South Russia development. All-Russian problems, con-
flicts and crises are overlapped to the real and supposed, durably maturated and artificially created 
problems in interethnic and inter-confessional relations to historical traumas and offences. There an 
original resonance effect appears, when the majority of problems, more or less peculiar for all Rus-
sia, are manifested in the North Caucasus as ethnopolitical and confessional. In consequence of this 
ethnicity and in XXI century religiosity stay as the main factors of conflict mobilization and impor-
tant geopolitical tools in the south macro-region.  
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